Definitely Not Underdogs
Never before had there been
anything quite like the
girls' varsity basketball team.
Despite their reputation as un-
derdogs, the girls piled up win
upon win. And when they had
finished, they had advanced far-
ther in post-season play than
any team in the history of Clear-
water girls' basketball.
As often happened in sports,
injuries were the stumbling
block to the beginning of the
season. During the team's first
few games, some of the best
players warmed the benches.
Monique Ellis, a senior and the
team's leading rebounder, was
out with a fracture in her leg.
Vera Carson, also a senior, for-
feited some games due to torn
ligaments. But time soon mend-
ed the injuries, and the team was
back in the courts winning game
after game.
"We have a good team and
we're near the top. When we
play to our capability, we are
definitely a good team," stated
junior team member Soni Hol-
lester.
B.J. McCauley, a senior who
was one of the team captains and
a strong player, was out early in
the season with a dislocated
shoulder, but came back to help
lead the team on to victories.
Kim Mason, senior, was the oth-
er team captain and was the
leading scorer on the courts.
These two girls helped the
twelve member team defeat
many opponents.
The coaching staff consisted
of head coach Anne Balderson
and assistant coach Larry Parks.
Without a good coaching staff
even the best team would be in-
complete. Soni summed up the
team's feelings by saying, "They
worked well together as coaches
and stood behind us 100%."
The team had many victories.
The hardest game won was
against Pinellas Park, who
proved extremely talented. But
along with the victories came a
few defeats. The worst defeats
came from Clearwater Central
Catholic and Seminole.
Then came the tournaments.
Although Seminole was picked
to win the district, the CHS girls
captured the title. This ad-
vanced the Tornadoes to the Re-
gion IV tournament, where they
defeated the much taller Plant
City team. Finally, in the sec-
tional game which would send
the victor on to the state tourna-
ment, the girls were closely de-
feated by second-ranked Orlan-
do Evans.
"Most of our girls played very
well throughout the year, and we
feel we had a very successful sea-
son," stated coach Anne Balder-
son, y
Bryn-Alan
Front Row: Pam Demps, Debbie
Panossian, B.J. McCauley, Mi-
chelle Williams, Cindy Jensen,
Soni Hollister. Back Row: Coach
Anne Balderson, Kim Mason,
Nanci Parks, Monique Ellis, Amy
Griebler, Lynn Gray, Grace Schu-
macher, Coach Larry Parks.
Starter Amy Griebler tips the ball
from the reach of her opponent.
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